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Phase One: Needs Assessment



Needs Assessment

• Residents
• Educators
• Policy-makers 
• Soil-related 

professionals

Online 
Surveys

• Technical/policy group
• Residential group
• Community group
• Synthesis group

Focus Groups
• Los Angeles Urban Soil 

Symposium 
• Los Angels Urban Soil 

Workshop 
• NYC Soil Symposium 

Events



Online Surveys

Four Online Surveys 
(English+ Spanish): 1,349 in total

• Residents: 1,104
• Educators: 139 
• Policy-makers: 19 
• Soil-related professionals: 87 



What does 
healthy 

soils mean 
to you?



Are you concerned about soil contamination?



Have you 
ever 

tested 
your 

soils?



Focus Groups



Cross-cutting Themes:

• Accessible and transparent soil data and 
testing

• Effective community engagement and 
streamlined communication that targets 
underserved communities

• Building alliances among community and 
policy and science professionals and 
leveraging 
organizations/individuals/agencies already 
doing the work



Needs Assessment
• Overall strategy 

• Soil testing

• Public education 

• Community engagement

• Demonstration projects 



Phase One 
Products

For more info, please visit: 
https://www.treepeople.org/healthy-soils-for-healthy-communities-initiative/

https://www.treepeople.org/healthy-soils-for-healthy-communities-initiative/


Los Angeles Urban Soil 
Collaborative

Best Management Practices

Demonstration Projects
Public Education, Community 

Engagement, and Capacity 
Building 

Strategic Planning and Scaling up



Urban Carbon Farm Green-Blue-Brown 
Infrastructure

Community-based Soil 
Sampling and Testing

Phase Two
Los Angeles Urban Soil Collaborative - Soil Connects Us All
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